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Thank you! 
 

Thank you for everything you've done to help make 2007 a truly memorable Centenary year.  As you know, I 
visited your Centenary Camp at Woodhouse Park back in May, and it was clear to see that Scouting is alive 
and well in Avon.  It was a pleasure (despite the weather!) to see thousands of you enjoying a "Ton of Fun".  I 
know that this was just one event in a busy year for you all. 
 
Scouting continues to be the success it is thanks to all the hard  work and 
dedication shown by those supporting the movement across the globe.  Thank 
you for all you do to support Scouting.  
 
 
 
 
 
Peter Duncan 
Chief Scout 

 
 
 
There can be little doubt that 2007 has been a great year for Scouting.   Thank you for all the work youôve put 
in to help to make our centenary year was such an outstanding success. 
 
We all know what a busy year it has been for Scouting in Avon this year, and hopefully you had the 
opportunity to enjoy at least one of the county celebration events.  We know, of course, that we have been 
sharing our local celebrations with our colleagues across the globe.  The centenary celebrations have helped 
to raise the profile of our great movement, and hopefully youôve seen both an increased appreciation and 
respect for Scouting, as well as seeing more people (young people and adults) wanting to join. 
 
As we move in to 2008 we need to grasp the opportunity to maintain the momentum generated during our 
centenary year, and ensure that we continue to provide activities and events that provide the fun, challenge 
and adventure for the young people that enjoy Scouting. 
 
So, as we look back on the successes of our centenary year, please also look ahead to the opportunities that 
you can help to provide for young people next year so that we can build upon the events of 2007 and provide 
even better Scouting for even more young people during 2008. 
 
Thanks again for all your help. 

 
Neil Salter 
County Commissioner 
 
 
 www.avonscouts.org.uk 

 



 S 
 

 

 

The 2008 schedule of training dates for has now been 
published.  As usual, there is a comprehensive range of 
adult training courses available.   

Details of the courses is available from County Office 
and www.avonscouts.org.uk/adulttraining   The website 
also provides a wealth of other adult training information 
including some on-line training modules.  A copy of the 
schedule of courses has been sent to GSLs, DCs, 
ADCs, DESCs and Local Training Managers. 
 
 

Five a Side Football 

2008 will see a change of venue  
for the county 5-a-side football 
tournament.  Subject to final 
negotiations, the event will be held 
at Netham Pavilions Playing Fields, 
Avon Vale Road, Redfield, Bristol. 

The Beaver Scout, Cub Scout and Scout Network 
events will take place on Saturday 17 May, and the 
Scout and Explorer Scout events on Sunday 18 May. 

Over 150 teams took part in the 2007 event.  Entry form 
and further information, available from 
www.avonscouts.org.uk/football or contact County 
Office.  
 
 

Mountain Activities 
Lake District Weekend, Rydal, 22-24 February 2008 

Avon Scout Mountain Activities Team 

Possibly the pinnacle of organised mountaineering trips 
we offer has to be the Rydal weekend in the Lake 
District. Based from the Rydal Centre at Grasmere, a 
fully catered and fully managed weekend sees groups of 
between four and seven head out to conquer new 
experiences, carefully managed by experienced 
leaders. The walks will be geared to the experience of 
the walking members, whether they be mid-level walks 
through to high level ridge walks, scrambling or days out 
peak bagging. 

Further information available from County Office or via 
www.avonscouts.org.uk/asma   
 
 

Term Dates for 2008 
 
Term dates for local council managed schools across 
ñAvonò for 2008: 

Term 3: Thursday 3 January to Friday 15 February  
Term 4: Monday 25 February to Friday 4 April  
Term 5: Monday 21 April to Friday 23 May  
Term 6: Monday 2 June to Friday 25 July 
Term 1: Wednesday 3 September to Friday 24 October  
Term 2: Wednesday 5 November to Friday 19 Dec  

Please note that the Easter bank holidays form a long 
weekend within Term 4 and not part of the subsequent 
two week holiday. 

Diary Dates 
 
January 11, 12, 13 - S & ES: Winter Camp Gilwell 
March 15, 16 - Explorers:  Rickard Shield 
March 29 - Scout section: International Cooking 
Competition 
May 10, 11 - Ten Tors 
May 17 ï BS, CS & SN: County 5-a-side Football 
May 18 ï S & ES: County 5-a-side Football 
May 28 to June 1 - Bath Gang Show 
June 6, 7, 8 - Scout section: County Patrol Camping 
Weekend 
June 21, 22 - Cub Section: Leaders Skills Weekend  
June 21, 22 ï BS & CS Fundays at Gilwell 
June 27, 28, 29 - Malvern Challenge 
July 4, 5, 6 - Sun Run 
July 12, 13 - Explorers: Gilwell 24 
September 5, 6, 7 - Gilwell Reunion 
September 12, 13, 14: Network event ï Intense 
September 25 - County AGM 
October 28 to November 1 - Bristol Gang Show 
October - Cub section: Cub Scout day at Bristol Zoo 
Gardens (date to be confirmed) 
November 1 - Scout section:  County Young People's 
Forum 
(County-led events in bold) 

 
 

My Back Pack 
 
The new membership services system  
maintained by Gilwell is now operational.   
You can access the system via 
www.scouts.org.uk/mybackpack 

 
 

Changes to Balanced Programme 
 
The supplements distributed with the December 2007  / 
January 2008 edition of Scouting Magazine provided 
details of changes to the balanced programme.   
Details of the changes are also available at 
www.scouts.org.uk/magazine   The detail of the 
changes / additions to badge requirements are now 
available on the ScoutBaseUK website 
(www.scoutbase.org.uk ) 
 
 

Programmes On Line 
 
Looking for some inspiration for your programme for 
2008?  The award winning ñProgrammes On Lineò 
facility provides access to a database that includes 
hundreds of programme ideas for you to consider.  This 
is not just a database of games; the database provides 
comprehensive programmes for you to use on your 
section evenings with many of the programmes 
supplemented with hand-outs and other support 
documentation. 
 
You can access Programmes On Line via 
www.scouts.org.uk/pol  

 

 

http://www.avonscouts.org.uk/adulttraining
http://www.avonscouts.org.uk/football
http://www.avonscouts.org.uk/asma
http://www.scouts.org.uk/magazine
http://www.scoutbase.org.uk/
http://www.scouts.org.uk/pol
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On behalf of the County Team and the County Executive 
Committee, I would like to t hank you for all your assistance 
during 2007, and for helping to make our Centenary year so 
special.  It is people like you that help to make Scouting the 
outstanding  success that it is.  
 
Please take the opportunity over the festive period to look 
back on the fun, challenge and adventure of 2007, and also 
to look ahead to the adventures of  2008. 
 
 
 

 
 

Neil Salter  
County Commissioner, Avon Scouts 

 


